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SOUTHERN RAIL LINK, SOUTH PERTH-COMO AND SALTER POINT 

828. Hon P G Pendal to the Treasurer 

(1) I refer to the Government’s proposal to re-route the southern suburbs railway through South Perth-
Como and Salter Point and ask does this proposal add $250 million to the original cost assessed by 
Treasury? 

(2) If so, when was the proposal received by the Treasury? 
(3) When was Treasury’s decision or recommendation taken? 
(4) Was it considered by the cabinet? 
(5) If so, on what date was the Treasury advice considered? 
(6) Will the Treasurer table the Treasury advice? 

Mr RIPPER replied: 

(1) The realignment project has been approved on the basis that it can be funded within the allocations 
made for the South West Rail and the dedicated Busway project. 

However, the cost of the proposed direct route will be better understood when the masterplan is 
completed. 

The cost estimates for the original route were developed by the Perth Urban Rail Development project 
team and assessed by the project steering committee. While Treasury is represented on the steering 
committee, it did not conduct an independent assessment of the cost. 

(2) The proposal to re-direct the route was not submitted to Treasury. It was submitted to the Expenditure 
Review Committee by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure on 12 July 2001. 

(3) Treasury provided recommendations to the Expenditure Review Committee when it considered the 
proposal submitted by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

(4) The Expenditure Review Committee made a recommendation to Cabinet, which was approved on 23 
July 2001. 

(5) The Expenditure Review Committee considered the Treasury recommendations on 12 July 2001. 
(6) No, consistent with the practice of not making public advice provided to Cabinet. 
 


